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This week's debut of aparental report card was sporadic in Chicago's elementary schools,

inside News with fewer than half of the schools agreeing to hand out the cards.

» Architecture Even at schools that gave out cards at the end of the quarter Wednesday, not all teachers
» Autos used them.

- M Parental reactions ranged from appreciation to puzzlement at the effort to make parents of
» Elections young children accountable, principals and parents said. One principal said some of her
» Health parents initially were insulted by the idea.

* Lottery
Numbers Schools Chief Paul Vallas said 210 of the city's nearly 500 public elementary schools

» Obituaries agreed to use the parental report cards.

#= World News

Wire The cards provide a 23-point checklist, covering everything from student attendance and

immunization to whether a parent "praises the child often.” Only checkmarks, not grades,
were issued in the checklists.

In addition to the end-of-term checklist, some Chicago schools handed out adaily
checklist.

The checklists are optional thisyear, Vallas said, and schools were urged to let parents
evaluate themselves. Some principals said they let teachers decide whether to hand out the
checklists and whether to fill them out themselves.

"We haven't gotten any negative feedback," Vallas said. "I'm delighted. | think by second
semester we'll have 300-plus schools participating.”

Steinb . . . : - .
%% Pernecie Pugh, principal at Sojourner Truth Elementary in Cabrini-Green, said she spent

News Staff at least three weeks filling out the report cards with teachers.

"I had afew [parents] come to my office to talk about it," Pugh said. "I think their first
reaction isthat they were insulted but if you explain it to them, and giveit to themin a
different light, they seem to be OK withit. . . . | said, "I have a checklist, the teachers have
achecklist, you have one, and we're al being held accountable.’ "

Boone Elementary parent Bob Sloan said his child's teacher asked parentsto fill out the
checklist at home. But Sloan couldn't imagine how teachers could answer some guestions,
such as whether a parent "praises the child often” or "spends quality time."

"Certainly teachers have no idea how parents do thingsin their home," Sloan said.
However, he added, "I think it's a good step in the right direction. Some parents will take
it seriously. Other people are going to throw it in the garbage can because they don't know
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News

what to do with it."

One teacher said her principal told teachers to give parents the checklists but didn't say if
it was "mandatory,” so she didn't hand them out. Some teachers, she said, "just didn't
know what to do with them" and "I think the parent report card could possibly set up an
antagonistic situation unnecessarily," said the teacher, who asked to remain anonymous.
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Parent Involvement Campaign

Parent Report Card

Because research indicates that student performance and parent
iInvolvement are interrelated, the Stafford County School Board has
launched a rigorous campaign to increase the involvement of parents in
the education of their children. In an unprecedented maneuver to help
students reach their highest potential, the school division will distribute,
and make available on-line, a parent report card. This report card is an
optional self-assessment tool designed to help parents analyze their
present involvement in the educational process and provide suggestions
for further involvement.

The Citizens' Advisory Committee for Parental and Community
Involvement conceived the parent report card concept during the 1997-98
school year. Questions are divided into four categories: Parent
Involvement with their child's school; Parent familiarity with school
information; Parent support of their child's learning; Parent familiarity with
Stafford's Community Citizenship Education Program. The parent report
cards will be distributed to parents of elementary school students during
the first-semester parent-teacher conferences. Parents of middle and high
school students will receive their report cards with the November school
newsletter. Andrea Bengier, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction,
stated that, "When parents are actively involved in their child's education,
students achieve greater school success." Stafford school officials
indicate that to their knowledge no other school division has used this
voluntary type of parent assessment tool to improve involvement in
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Parent Report Card

Parent's Report Card

Dear Parents:

We are pleased and proud to present to you a valuable self-assessment tool that you can use to rate your
contributions to your child's educational success. It isimportant to understand that this Parent Report
Card was developed by a proactive committee focusing on parental involvement in our schools. We
encourage you to take a few minutes to review and complete the Parent Report Card. It is not intended to
be returned to school, but to help you assess your own involvement in your child's education. Asyou see
the Parent Report Card around the county, take note on how important your continued involvement is to
your child and to the school system.

Citizen's Committee for Parental and Community Involvement

Parent Report Card

(A Self-Assessment Tool For Parents)

The following questions were written by members of
the Citizen's Advisory Committee for Parental and
Community Involvement and are intended to help
parents rate their contributions to their child's success
at school. Research indicates that students are more
successful when parents are involved in their child's
education. Please use these 31 questions as a guide to
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Parent Report Card

some of the ways that you can help your child at
school.

Directions: Simply click on your answer to the
following questions
and then total your 'yes' responses.

SCORING: 21-31 Congratulations! You area
strong partner in your child's
education!

10-20 You are making worthwhile
contributionsto your child's
education but there are even
mor e ways that you can help.

0-9 Weneed your help! Your child's
success at school might be
increased if you were ableto help
more.

How Involved Are You With Your
Child's School?

1. Doesthe school have your current COYes [ONo
phone number and address?

2. Did you attend Open House or OYes OONo
Back To School Night at your
child's school ?

3. Haveyou attended at |east one OYes CONo
PTA, PTO, or other support group
meeting this year?
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Parent Report Card

4. Do you make yourself available OYes ONo
for conferences requested by your
child's teacher or visit the school
even if not requested?

5. Haveyou had at least one OYes CONoO
parent-teacher conference with the
teacher(s) of your child?

6. Have you volunteered by OYes ONo
chaperoning afield trip, helping in
the classroom, working on a
school committee, helping with a
school project, preparing
refreshments for a school event, or
other ssimilar activities?

7. Haveyou attended at least one OYes ONo
school program? (examples are an
awards assembly, aplay, an
athletic event, or a school party.)

How Familiar Are You With School
Information?

8. Haveyou read the Stafford County [Yes [ONo
Code of Sudent Conduct?

9. Do you regularly read the school OYes [ONo
newsletter?

10. Areyou familiar with the extra OYes [ONo
services provided at your child's
school ? (examples are speech
therapy, resource help for gifted
students, and counseling.)
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Parent Report Card

11. Areyou awareof currenttrendsin  OYes [ONo
education which are being given
county-wide attention in Stafford?
(Examples are Standards of
Learning [SOLs|, multicultural
education, and expanded use of
technology.)

12. Areyou familiar with the grading OYes [No
scale used on your child's report
card?

How Well Do You Support Your Child's
Learning?

13. Haveyou identified aregulartime [OYes ONo
and place in your home for your
child to do homework?

14. Do you monitor your child's OYes ONo
homework?

15. Do you read to your young child?If [OYes ONo
your child is older, do you
encourage reading by paying
attention to what your child reads as
well as how often he/she reads?

16. Doyouinsist that your child display CYes ONo
good work habits; i.e. do you hold
your child responsible for
completing all assignments on time
and to the best of his/her ability?

17. Areyou knowledgeable about what [JYes [CONo
information and skills your child
should master at his’/her grade level
or in his’lher maor subject areas?
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Parent Report Card

18.

19.

20.

21,

22.

23.

24.

Do you ensure that your child has
excellent attendance at school? Is
he/she absent only when necessary?

Have you discussed with your child
the importance of a good
education?

Do you work with the counseling
department to ensure that your child
enroll in courses to prepare him/her
for a chosen career path?

Are you aware of your child's
academic strengths and
weaknesses?

Do you support and reinforce the
school's discipline plan so that all
students can benefit from a good
learning environment?

Do you initiate contact with your
child's teacher or school
administrator just to show your
support, or do you wait until your
child is experiencing problems?

Do you support your child's
learning by providing nutritious
meals and adequate time for sleep?

dYes

JYes

dYes

Yes

JYes

JYes

JYes

ONo

ONo

ONo

ONo

ONo

ONo

ONo

Are You Familiar With Stafford's
Community Citzenship Education?

25.

Do you demonstrate and promote
the Community Citizenship
Education Program which includes
the "words of the month"?

JYes
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Parent Report Card

206.

21.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Have you made opportunities to
discuss the "words of the month"
with your child?

Are you amodel of "good
sportsmanship™" when attending
school and community events?

Do you insist that your child exhibit
good sportsmanship at all times?

Do you encourage your child to
participate in volunteer projects
which serve the community?

Have you taken time to work with
your child in volunteer projects?

Do you stress to your child the
importance of honoring a
commitment?

dYes

JYes

Yes

JYes

JYes

dYes
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Involvement, accountability sought

'The parents are dways here
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From Correspondent Patty Davis

CHICAGO (CNN) -- Parents of children enrolled in public schools across
Chicago will get alittle something extrathisfall -- their own report cards.

At the city's Harold Washington Elementary School, parents have been graded for
more than six years as an experiment in education reform. "The parent grades are
working very well," said Sandra Lewis, the principal at the schoal.

"When they're not on the ‘A" honor roll, they come g9
to the school and they want to know why," Lewis \Working with parents
said.

Changes in education

CNN's Patty Davis[ ™~
investigates the eh b
new program.

Real 28K 80K
Windows Media 28K 80K

Many more parents may find themselves asking
that question thisfall, when schools city-wide
begin issuing areport card-type checklist to
parents, starting at the pre-school and elementary
levels.

Involvement, accountability
sought

"Our intent is to send checklists home to parents every five weeks that identify
things that they are doing -- and that they may not be doing -- that are important
to their children's education,” said Paul Vallas, the CEO of Chicago Public
Schools.

http://www.cnn.com/2000/US/05/30/parent.report.card/ (1 of 4) [11/3/2000 12:13:19 PM]

CWN.com

Find The
Perfect Gift

Here!
2% {
E>STOIE

CMN.comNewsNet

.

\
us.
TOP STORIES

Most of USS Cole crew
due home today

Bush team assesses DUI
damage control options

AARP chief: Seniorsto hit
ballot box in droves

Taiwan official says pilot,
on wrong runway,
contributed to crash of Los
Angeles bound jet

Nationwide blood shortage

prompts call for
four-legged donors

U.S. unemployment rate
holds steady at 3.9 percent

(MORE)



http://www.cnn.com/event.ng/Type=click&RunID=11075&ProfileID=469&AdID=24036&GroupID=335&FamilyID=1217&TagValues=4.8.435.606.644.645.3654&Redirect=http:%2F%2Fcnn.newlineshop.com
http://www.cnn.com/event.ng/Type=click&RunID=11075&ProfileID=469&AdID=24036&GroupID=335&FamilyID=1217&TagValues=4.8.435.606.644.645.3654&Redirect=http:%2F%2Fcnn.newlineshop.com
http://www.cnn.com/ads/e.market/
http://www.cnn.com/event.ng/Type=click&RunID=24134&ProfileID=51&AdID=24033&GroupID=20&FamilyID=4324&TagValues=4.8.305.435.594.3654&Redirect=http:%2F%2Fwww.buyandhold.com%2FBuy%3Frequest%3Drr.refBy%26ref%3DCNN%26dest%3D%2Findex.html
http://www.cnn.com/event.ng/Type=click&RunID=24134&ProfileID=51&AdID=24033&GroupID=20&FamilyID=4324&TagValues=4.8.305.435.594.3654&Redirect=http:%2F%2Fwww.buyandhold.com%2FBuy%3Frequest%3Drr.refBy%26ref%3DCNN%26dest%3D%2Findex.html
http://victory.cnn.com/click.ng/Origin=cnn&PagePos=1&Section=cnnstoregatewaylargebutton&Size=165x135&SpaceDesc=cnnstoregatewaylargebutton&uniqueID=XXXXX
http://cnn.com/
http://www.cnn.com/US/
javascript:launchEditionPopup()
http://my.cnn.com/
http://www.cnn.com/videoselect/
http://www.cnn.com/audioselect/
http://headlinenews.cnn.com/
http://email.cnn.com/member/login.page
http://email.cnn.com/member/login.page
http://www.cnn.com/feedback/
http://www.cnn.com/US/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/US/11/03/uss.cole.01/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/US/11/03/uss.cole.01/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/ALLPOLITICS/stories/11/03/bush.dui/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/ALLPOLITICS/stories/11/03/bush.dui/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/ALLPOLITICS/stories/11/03/aarp/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/ALLPOLITICS/stories/11/03/aarp/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/ASIANOW/east/11/03/taiwan.crash/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/ASIANOW/east/11/03/taiwan.crash/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/ASIANOW/east/11/03/taiwan.crash/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/ASIANOW/east/11/03/taiwan.crash/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/US/11/03/pets.blood.supply.02.ap/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/US/11/03/pets.blood.supply.02.ap/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/US/11/03/pets.blood.supply.02.ap/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/cnnfn/2000/11/03/economy/economy/
http://www.cnn.com/cnnfn/2000/11/03/economy/economy/
http://www.cnn.com/US/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/
http://www.cnn.com/WORLD/
http://www.cnn.com/US/
http://www.cnn.com/WEATHER/
http://www.cnn.com/cnnfn/
http://www.cnn.com/cnnsi/
http://www.cnn.com/TECH/
http://www.cnn.com/TECH/space/
http://www.cnn.com/HEALTH/
http://www.cnn.com/SHOWBIZ/
http://www.cnn.com/ALLPOLITICS/
http://www.cnn.com/LAW/
http://www.cnn.com/CAREER/
http://www.cnn.com/TRAVEL/
http://www.cnn.com/FOOD/
http://www.cnn.com/STYLE/
http://www.cnn.com/books/
http://www.cnn.com/NATURE/
http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/
http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/views/
http://www.cnn.com/LOCAL/
http://www.cnn.com/selectedition/europe/
javascript:launchEditionPopup()
http://www.cnn.com/videoselect/
http://www.cnn.com/video_vault/
http://www.cnn.com/audioselect/
http://www.cnn.com/interactive/
http://www.cnn.com/SEARCH/quiz/quiz.html
http://www.cnn.com/INDEX/services.html
http://www.cnn.com/EMAIL/
http://www.cnn.com/CNN/anchors_reporters/davis.patty.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/US/05/30/parent.report.card/map.illinois.chicago.lg.jpg
http://community.cnn.com/cgi-bin/WebX?13@@.eea49d1
http://community.cnn.com/cgi-bin/WebX?13@@.ee7faf8
javascript:vod('/video/us/2000/05/30/pd.grading.parent.cnn.rm28.html','Chicago schools to grade parents as well as students')
javascript:vod('/video/us/2000/05/30/pd.grading.parent.cnn.rm80.html','Chicago schools to grade parents as well as students')
javascript:vod('/video/us/2000/05/30/pd.grading.parent.cnn.ns28.html','Chicago schools to grade parents as well as students')
javascript:vod('/video/us/2000/05/30/pd.grading.parent.cnn.ns80.html','Chicago schools to grade parents as well as students')

CNN.com - US - Parents to face their own report cards this fall in Chicago schools - May 30, 2000

message boards
chat

feedback

CNN WEB SITES:
myC.com CHUSI
allpolitics €

CNNfyi.com
CNN.com Europe

AsiaNow

Spanish
Portuguese
German

Italian

Swedish
Norwegian

Danish

Japanese

Chinese Headlines

CNN NETWORKS:
ChN

CHMINTERNATIONAL
M Heacine NEWS
N RADIC
w.ﬂl PFORT

HETWOR K
CNN anchors

transcripts
Turner distribution

help
contents
search
adinfo

jobs
WEB SERVICES:

CNN e-store

The checklists would detail whether the child is bringing his or her homework to
school, whether the child is attending school on aregular basis, and whether the
student has been dressing appropriately for school.

Parents who do poorly would get follow-up help.

Theideaisto get parents, especialy first-time and single parents, more involved
and to teach them to be accountable for their child's performance and behavior in
school.

But critics say the teachers, not parents, should be held accountable.

"Wefed that it'san insulting idea," said Julie Woestehoff of Parents for
Responsible Education. "It's something that doesn't help parent-school
communications. And we don't think that it's something that's going to make our
students learn.”

That's how Ellen Harris -- a parent who has gotten Bs and Cs on her report card --
felt at first. But she has since changed her mind.

"If | keep up my grades, they will keep theirs up,” Harris said.
'The parents are always here’

During the seven-year experiment at Harold Washington Elementary, officials at
the school have not looked at whether parent report cards have raised student
grades or attendance. But they have noticed other improvements.

"We are virtually graffiti-free, our parents are very supportive of us ... the parents
are dways here," said Lewis.

And, according to the principal, the credit for those improvements goes to parents
who are making the grade.
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Engaging the Public
Insights Even though everyone has attended school, when it comes time to sending one's own
Famm——— child to kindergarten, parents frequently feel like outsiders looking in. The late summer
_] visit to meet the teacher and take a short ride on the school busis a beginning, but not
i‘!;}"";g;:’“ Net nearly enough to engage parents meaningfully as teaching/learning partners.
Issues in Education Parents feel like strangers because so many decisions that affect their children are made
Education O&A without their participation or input. The School Board, superintendent and principal s seek
= public support for school funding but rarely engage the public when making decisions
Investing - .
that matter most to parents, such as new curriculum programs, homework expectations,
Nertwork hiring of teachers, disciplinary practices and personal safety.
Survey Results
Mise. Children bring home areport card at the end of each term. Teachersfill out this report
\_ J  card, which rates the child's academic achievement and behavior, highlighting strengths

and weaknesses. Parents, children and the teacher often use this information to guide
their efforts toward improvement of the student's weaker skills or abilities.

| propose that the superintendent request a performance review from parents each term,
too, to find out how each school is doing in carrying out its charge to successfully
educate each child. The parent report card could then be used as a guide for
administrative efforts to improve teaching and learning. Parents would appreciate regular
opportunities to voice their opinions and concerns, especially those parents whose voices
would otherwise go unheard. Only a small percentage of parents typically attend PTA or
School Board meetings and of those, only a small percentage speak publicly about their
ideas or concerns. A School Report Card would invite opinions from every parent in the
district.

A School Report Card would ask parents to rate teaching performance, school facilities,
curriculum and administrative effectiveness, using the same numerical or grading scale
used on student report cards. Parents would be encouraged to provide qualitative
comments, too, emphasizing strengths as well as weaknesses. School |eaders and staff
need praise as well as criticism, just like students and parents do! Such outreach could
bring problems out into the open to be solved, problems that might otherwise lie dormant
to either fade away or get worse.

Development of the school report card could be the beginning of this process of
engagement, if school leaders and parent representatives devised the report card form
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together. School report cards could save administrators alot of wasted energy expended
on initiatives of low priority to parents.

Examples of some questions to consider including on the form follow:

« All things considered, what grade would you give (name of school) - A, B, C, D
or Fail?

« What do you particularly dislike about (name of school)?
« What do you think is especially good about (name of school)?
« If you could change one thing about (name of school) what would it be?

Similar questions could be asked about teaching strengths and weaknesses. For planning
purposes, include a place on the form for child-find, to ask about ages and needs of
younger children in the family, not yet of school age.

School administrators need to tune in to what their constituency is thinking, and that
includes parents. Telling people something is not nearly as effective as listening to what's
on their minds. Listening to parents and engaging them in the teaching/learning process
with their children will build strong loyalty and meaningful parent involvement in local
schools.

Do school administrators and teachers routinely ask you, as parents, how they're doing?
Do you think they should? What questions do you think belong on such areport card or
survey?

Please send questions or comments to bbruno@snet.net.

Previous columns are available.

=
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Chicago To Size Up Parents
With 'Checklists

By Michelle Galley

Starting next fall, Chicago parents are scheduled to receive reports every five
weeks from their children's public schools. But unlike most correspondence
between teachers and parents, these reports will focus less on student
performance than on the parents own role in their children's education.

In what observers have called the first districtwide attempt at such
communication between teachers and parents, Chicago school officials
announced earlier this month that they are developing checklists that will
register how well students are prepared for school.

Some items are to be directly tied to academics—such as whether students
complete homework assignments and bring their textbooks to school. Others
are to focus on students' health and well- being, including whether they are
eating breakfast, are receiving health care, and are bringing needed
medications and eyeglasses to school.

"Basically we fed that parent involvement is key,"
said Paul G. Vallas, the chief executive officer of
the 430,000-student district. "We seethisasa
mechanism to reach out to parents.”

But not everyone feels that using parent checklists,
which Mr. Vallas also called parent report cards, iS
an effective way of increasing communication.

_ o ) Paul G.
"The concept of this policy is not one we think Vallas

would be very effective," said Julie Woestehoff, the
executive director of Parents United for Responsible Education, alocal group
that is often at odds with the Vallas administration.

Lists Won't Be Mandatory
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And at |east one Chicago group wondersiif the plan will actually come to
fruition.

Mr. Vallas "has ideas that develop amile aminute," said Jackie Gallagher, a
spokeswoman for the Chicago Teachers Union, the 33,500-member |ocal
affiliate of the American Federation of Teachers. She said union officials are
going to wait and see how the idea plays out in practice before taking a stance
onit.

While some Chicago schools aready use similar forms of parent-teacher
communication, the district may be breaking new ground by asking all
schools to participate in the program.

Schools will not be required to use the checklist model, but Mr. Vallas said
that he plansto require that schools have some type of community-outreach
program starting this fall.

"We are very interested to see how it works," said Patty Y oxall, a
spokeswoman for the National PTA, which is based in Chicago. Ms. Y oxall
warned that the checklists should not develop into critiques of parenting skills
that "could turn people off."

And some parents already know what it takes to ensure that their child is
ready for school, which means that it won't be effective for all parents, sad
Brenda Diehl, the president of the Illinois PTA.

She added that checklists are less inflammatory than report cards, which
suggest that parents are being graded even if they don't actually assign letter
grades. "I hope that Chicago Public Schools provides a welcoming
environment for parents,”" she said.

Parents generally hear from school only when there is a problem, said Ms.
Woestehoff of PURE. She added that good communication has to flow both

ways.

"This report card is a one-way communication of parents weaknesses," she
said. Another problem, she said, is that five weeksistoo long to wait to
express certain concerns to parents. For example, if children are attending
school without their eyeglasses, their parents should be informed
immediately, she said.

A group of community-based organizations will be working with district
officials to develop the checklists, which will vary depending on a student's
grade level, Mr. Vallas said. "We are not developing thisin-housein a
vacuum," he said.

Missing Link
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Beverly Tunney, the president of the Chicago Principals and Administrators
Association, said she supports the idea of sending home checklists. Parents
have traditionally been the missing link in a child's education, she said.

"Parents need to be held accountable for doing their
part,” Ms. Tunney said. "We want to make sure we
are working together as a team to do what is best for
the child."

Because many parents whose children attend public
schools are inexperienced, the checklists will
facilitate parent involvement by keeping them better

Beverly informed, Mr. Vallas said.
Tunney

"The bottom lineis. We are either going to talk the
talk or walk the walk," he said. "Let's stop complaining about parent
involvement and do something about it."

on the Web

"A Checklist for an Effective Parent-School Partnership" is provided by Project Appleseed.

Review "Developing Family/School Partnerships: Guidelines for Schools and School Districts,"
from the National Coalition for Parent Involvement in Education.

about this site | subscribe | order special reports | jobs | web connection | feedback | advertising
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Washington School grades
parents

On Feb. 7, Harold Washington Elementary School in
Burnside put two sets of report cards in the mail. One
set graded students, the other graded students' parents.

L aunched three years ago, Washington’s Parent Report
Card program has helped eliminate tardiness, boost
attendance by severa percentage points and increase
parent participation in school activities by 75 percent,
according to Principal Sandra F. Lewis. On any given
day, some 25 parents volunteer time for work at the
school.

Chief Executive Officer Paul Vallas was so impressed
when he visited Washington School that now heis
recommending parent report cards or contracts for
schools citywide. "The card itself acts asa‘what you
need to do,” akind of reminder on some of the big
issues," observes Vallas.

Every marking period, Washington parents and
guardians are graded in several "subjects,” including
whether their child gets homework in on time, has
regular attendance, is punctual, respects authority and
dresses in the required uniform. They get A’s, B’s, C's
or "area of concern."

Parents with high grades have their names posted on an
honor roll and, at the end of the school year, are
rewarded with certificates, trophies and accolades at an
awards assembly and luncheon. "The kids feel really
good because it saysto them, ‘Y ou’ ve earned your
parents the chance to be on the honor roll,”" Lewis
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notes.

Also, Lewis has continually "raised the bar," requiring
more of parents to get honor-roll status. "The first year
we concentrated on what the children were
accomplishing. Thisyear, parents also have to
participate at the school, in any capacity at least once
every marking period, to qualify." The school also asks
parents whether they want a conference to talk about
how they might improve.

Before the program began, aimost 20 percent of the
children were consistently late or absent, and parents
weren't very involved, reports Lewis. "l was looking
for away to connect with them, away that would show
the significance of their participation in their children’s
academic and social behavior."

"Initially, teachers were wary," sherecalls. "They
didn’t want to appear to be judgmental. But the parents
themsel ves were so overwhelmingly supportive that it
has become an integral part of what we're doing here."

"When | received my first report card, | looked at it
and my children’s, and it just made me feel good to
know that my efforts in helping them with their school
work were being recognized," says Rita White, mother
of Don, a 2nd-grader, and William Jr., a 5th-grader.

Dar-Lisa Meaders, a 2nd-grader, says her momis
happy "because I’ m working very hard now, and she
knows that I’m on the honor roll because of her, and
she’ s on the honor roll because of me.”

—Naazish Yar Khan

For more information, contact Principal Sandra F. Lewis at (312)
535-6225.

©1996, 1997, 1998 Community Renewal Society
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by Roslyn Duffy and Elizabeth Crary
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Packet includes an
eight page booklet
and five report cards

$5.95 per packet
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Rodlyn Duffy
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Secure Order Form

Does your child feel safe, listened to and involved in your family
plans? What are your son's thoughts about allowances, your
daughter's questions on sex, or the reasons they don't invite friends
over?

The Parent Report Card isadynamic way for parentsto learn
more about their children, respond to problems, and achieve more
harmony as afamily. The parent grades her- or himself on 30 issues
of concern to the child, such as "gives me hugs and kisses when |
want them" and "provides and enforces rules." The child likewise
grades the parent on the same issues. Then parent and child compare
their grading, to see how their views are either similar or different.
Each of the questions on the report card is keyed to additional
resouces and problem-solving guidelines in the accompanying
booklet.

The Parent Report Card is easy to use and provides families with
many new insights and opportunities to address problems, make
changes, and cel ebrate successes.

Roslyn Duffy isa 17-year veteran child care director, lectures and
teaches classes for both parents and teachers, and is a counselor.
Elizabeth Crary isanationally known parent educator and author of

27 books for parents and children.

Copyright © 1999 by Parenting Press, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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Parent Report Card

Allen Dale S5chool
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Parent Report Card

Dear Parents:

We are pleased o present o you a valuable self-assessment kool that you can use b rake
YoUF confributions b vour child's educational success, I0is impottant b understand thal this Parent
Repott Card was developed by a commities focusing on parental invelvement in our schools, We
encourages You o ke a few minubes bo review and complets the Parent Beport Card. IEis not
intended o be returned to school, butbs help you assess vour owh involvernent in your child's
educalion.

Parent Report Card

(& SellAssessment Too| For Parents)

The following questions were compiled by members of the Allen Dale Sike Council for
Parental and Commmunity Involvement and are inkendsd o hell parents rake their contributions ko
their child's success atschool. Research indicakes thal students are maore successiul when parents
are involved intheir child's education. Please use these 30 questions as a guids [ some of the
ways that you can help your child ak school,

Drirections:

Simply circle the following answers and then obal your "res” responses.

How Involved Are You With Your Child’s School?
1. Does the school have your current phons number and address?  Yes NHo

2. Did you altend Open House or Back To School Might ab your child's school?
Tes Mo

1. Have you attended alb least one PAMS o other support group meeting this
Year Y Tes Mo

1. Do you makes vourself available for conferences requested by vour child's acher or visit the
schoo| even iF nok regueskad? Tes Mo

2. Have vou had at least one parent-teacher conference with the teacher(s) of your child?
Tes  Ro

3. Have you volunteered by chaperoning a field Fip, helping inthe classnootm, working on a
schoonl commites helbinag with a school proiect prenaring refreshiments far a school event.
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—

ar obther similar activities? Tes  Ro

How Familiar Are You With School Information?

. Have you attended at least one school program? (Examples are an awards assembly, a play
,anathletic event, of a school party ) Tes Mo

. Have yvou read the Allen Dale Parentlstudent Handbook? Tes Mo

. Do you regularly read the school newsletters and Panther Press? Yes  NHo

- Are vou familiar with the exra services provided abyour child’'s school? [Examples are
speech therapy, resource help for gifted students, and counseling.)

Tes  Ro

CAre wol awvware of cumrent rends in education which are being given stabe-wide and district-
wide alfsntion? Tes Mo

- Are vou familiar with the grading scale used on your child's progress report?
Tes Mo

How Well Do You Support Your Child’s Learning?

. Have vou identified a reqular time and place inyour home foryour child b do homesswork ?

Tes Mo
- Do ol monitor your child's homessork Tes Mo
. Do vou participats in BAH [Read-Ak-Home) 7 Tes Mo

. Do ol insist that vour child display good work habits; & do vou hold vour child responsible
for completing all assignments cn time and b the best of histher akility
Tes Mo

- Are vou knowledgeable about whak infotmation and skills your child should masker at histher
grade level or in histher major subject areas? Tes Mo

. Do you ensure that vour child has excellent aliendance ab school? s helshe absenttardy
ohly when necessany? Tes Mo

. Have you discussed with your child the impottance of a good education’?
Tes Mo

. Do ol work with the tgachers and the counseling deparment b ensure thatyour child has a
positive learning experience at Allen Dale? Tes Mo

CAre vou avare of your child's academic strengths and weaknesses?
Tes Mo

Do vou suppott and reinforce the school’s discipling plan so that all students can benefit from
a Qood learning environment’? Tes Mo

. Bather than wait until your child is experiencing problems, do you initiabe contack with your

~hilA e Faa s har o oo bse] adrminichsbar ek B o beose oeonr snieesadd

http://198.237.133.13/allendale/homepg/prc.html (2 of 3) [11/3/2000 12:30:53 PM]



Parent Report Card

S DA 0 LS IR T e SN AR AL T T L) J'.'I-\:"- Lo I TT .:l"‘-\.-".'ll -\:l'.'lr\.-'r.-"‘-\.-'l'. :

Tes Mo
1. Do ol suppott vour child's learning by providing nulritious meals and adequake bime for
Sleepa? Tes Mo

2. Have you mads oppottunities o discuss the "Thought For The Weaek™ with wour child?
Tes Mo

3. Are vou a modsl of "good sportsmanship® when attending school and community events®?
Tes Mo

4. Do you insist that your child exhibit good sportsmanship akalltimes?
Tes Mo

1. Do you encouradge wour child b participabs in voluntser projects which setve the communiby?
Tes Mo

2. Have you taken time b work with your child involunteer projects? Yes No

3. Do you stress b your child the impottance of honoring a commitmesnt’?
Tes Mo

SCORIMNG:
21-30 Congratulations! vouw are a srong partner in your child's education!

10-20 You are making worthwhile conlributions o your child's educaltion but there are
Even more ways thab you can help.

0-9  We need vour help! vour child's success ab school might e increased if you
were able b help more.

Return to top
[Main][News]|[M enus][M essage] [ Classrooms] [ Activities|[ Calendar] [ I nformation][History] [ PAWS] [ GPSD#7]
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Time for a parent report card
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Time for a parent report card

By TOM MORONEY
CNC COLUMNIST

Too many parents today are major-league twerps, meaning they are
thin-skinned, petty, and quick to blame everyone else when their kids don't
do well in school.

This is why the idea just proposed out in Chicago, a city known for its
bare-knuckled approach to life's problems, is so refreshing.

Neponset The city's school superintendent wants his teachers to issue reports cards

obituaries

to the moms and dads.

LQ‘CP Once every five months, the at-home adults would be graded by the
ﬁdve'rtisers in-school adults, that is, the teachers.
About us The superintendent has even come up with a series of questions to help
Search teachers score the parents. Are the parents sending their children off with
Dedham the basics such as eyeglasses and boots? Are they making sure their

children get enough sleep? Are they monitoring their homework?

I think he's on to something. And not just for Chicago. From what | see
here in the suburbs of Boston, many moms and dads are screwing up on
the job. And when they get caught screwing up, they just blame someone
else.

A case in point: From time to time, parents raise a ruckus saying teachers
give out too much homework. Boo hoo.

What they never seem to grasp is that their children are doing so many
things after school that there's no time for homework. Who's to blame for
that? The parents of course.

That's why we need a parent report card around here too. To Kick it off,
here's mine, based on skills as outlined by the Chicago plan.

Directions: Enter
the word or phrase
you want to search
for and then click on
the button below.
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Time for a parent report card

1. Am | helping my kids to remember the essentials for school each day?
I'm usually OK with this. But just OK.

My job in the morning is Enforcer, making sure my kids get in and out of
the shower as quickly as possible, and that they eat their breakfast. During
that time | often ask questions about whether they have packed up their
homework or permission slips or lunch money. The one recurring problem
are those mornings when my oldest brings his lunch in a brown bag. He'll
sometimes leave it on the kitchen table. And I'm always torn.

Should I bring it to school so he can eat lunch? Or should | leave it home
and make him go hungry or beg or steal the food - all valuable skills when
he's out on his own. Especially if he's going into politics.

In the end, | usually cave and bring it to him. But | know what some of the
teachers will say: Don't bring it. It's the only way he'll learn.

Grade: B-
2. Do | make sure they get enough sleep?

This is a biggie. | talk the talk, that is, I'm always getting up out of my
chair around 9 each night and pointing them in the direction of bed. But
kids are slow. And I mean sloooooooowwww. With all the washing up and
picking out of the next day's wardrobe, my kids need more time to get
ready than the guy who played the Wookie in Star Wars.

This usually brings us to 9:45. In some cases, even later. If | get them up
at 6:15 in the morning, this leaves barely enough time for adequate sleep.
Sometimes my oldest is still rattling around after 10. And then he's tired
the next day. I need to work on this.

Grade: C

3. Do | make sure they are doing all homework and staying on top of their
studies?]

Some marking periods I'm right on top of this. | make sure | look at
homework. | make sure I'm available to help review the night before for
tests and quizzes. And frankly when | am conscientious, the kids do better.
But then | have times when I'm not. Part of it is because I want them to
become self-sufficient. But the other part is pure laziness, especially during
the May sweeps on TV. | mean, who has time for algebra with all these
season finales?

Grade: C+

As you can see, a quick tally of my average grade puts me somewhere
around a gentleman's C. | expect more from my kids.

Maybe it's time to expect more from myself.

Tom Moroney is a columnist based at the Metro West Daily News in
Framingham. He is also host of a talk show every Saturday from 10 a.m. -
1 p.m. on WRKO, AM 680.

Home | Arts All Around | Real Estate | Weather
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Grading Parents

By Maria F. Durand

ENEWS.com

vay 19— When Brenda Williams' son brought
home his grades from Chicago’ s Harold
Washington Elementary School last year, she
was shocked to receive areport card with her
name on it, from ateacher she had never met.

Williams, it turns out, was part of a parental evaluation
program being tested this year by Chicago Public Schools.
Under the plan, parents are evaluated on a checklist of
parenting issues, such as whether their children attend school
regularly, have the supplies they need and are getting to bed at
the right time.

School officials say the proposed program isto help
parents help their children in school.

“The need should be obvious,” says Paul Vallas, chief
executive officer for the Chicago school district. “1f your
child is asthmatic and doesn’t have his ventilator, if your child
issleeping in class, we have to ask what is happening at
home. Who is responsible?’

The checklist, which will be handed out quarterly, rates
parents on a pass/fail basis. Parents falling short may be
offered workshops to help improve their parenting skills.

Who Gradesthe Teachers?

But this proposal has baffled parents and parent groupsin
Chicago, who say communication with parents can be
improved in other ways.

While the notice wasn't critical of her, Williams said just
the idea of being evaluated by her son’s teachers rubs her the
wrong way.

“1 got so angry,” said the 51-year-old woman with two
children and a grandchild who attend school in Chicago’s

=N
% ATel WIRELESS SERVICES

Unlimited Thrills Sweepstakes

Chicago Schools Could Begin
Grading Parents
on Kids’ Performance

Chicago schools could begin grading parents on
children's performance. (PhotoDisc)

For the rest of the
day’s U.S. news,

click here.
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SEND PAGE TO Southside. “If you have never even met me, you don’t know
_AFRIEND me, how can you give me areport card.”

TOOLSAND “1 don’'t think they are doing a good job of evaluating

HEL PERS students. How are they going to do a good job of evaluating
parents?’ says Julie Woestehoff, director of Parents United
for Responsible Education, a parent group in the Chicago
area. The citywide group encourages parental involvement,
but Woestehoff said a checklist for parentsis the wrong way
to change bad habits.

“In helping parents be more involved, the most important
element istrust,” Woestehoff said. “That cannot be devel oped
and might even be harmed by having a parent checklist.
Communication is atwo-way street and hasto all bein an
atmosphere of trust and respect.”

Williams said she feels if sheis going to be graded, so
should the teachers.

“1 would support thisif | could be given the same
opportunity to evaluate my son’s teachers and principals,” she
said.

And why wait when most parents can be contacted on the
phone or through a personal visit?

“1 really see the importance of welcoming parents
presence in school but if thereis a problem, you need to call
me and tell meright away,” She said. “I don’t really need a
see for achecklist.”

Still Testing

Although the parent report card has been tested out at some
schools, the program has not yet been implemented
districtwide. It is part of next year’s budget and has to be
approved by the school board later this year.

Some doubt the proposal will actually be implemented and
some see it as an attention-grabbing campaign from the
school chief.

But Vallas, who has headed the school district for five
years and has received praise for his down-to-business
attitude, hopes his critics will see the positive aspects of the
new plan.

“The key is parental involvement,” Vallassaid. “I want all
my schools to be successful. | may irritate afew parents, but
if one or two out of three parents are reminded, then | will
certainly declare victory.” W
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Now Your Child Can Grade You
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Parent Report Card
Now Your Child Can Grade You

Being a parent today is atough job. Try as you might, you can't always be certain you're doing the right
thing. But there's one sure way to find out - and that's by asking your children what they think of the job
you're doing.

The following report card asks your child to rate your performance as a parent. Y ou and he can fill it out
separately -- choosing the grades A, B, C, or D-- and then compare the marks you gave yourself with the
marks your child gave you. The results might surprise you! Y ou may think you are doing one kind of a
job, while your child perceives things very differently. The purpose of this report card isto show you
where you and your child disagree, to open up communication between you, and to help you improve
your relationship.

Compare Results

After you and your child have filled out the report card, focus on the grades that are alike or almost alike.
Are there more of these than marks that are widely different? What areas do you agree on? Are there
Improvements that can be made, even in these areas? Talk about it.

Now take alook at the grades that show wide disparities. Ask your child to explain why he graded you
the way he did. Be positive and open. If your child feels that you want him to defend his opinion, or that
you feel upset or hurt about the way he completed the report card, the lines of communication between
you may shut down.

Ask your child how she would change things to make them better. Listen to her advice. It may be
reasonable, or it may not work for you. That's O.K. The point isto find out what she is thinking and to
show her that you are willing to listen.

Take into consideration that there are times - especially in the early teen years - when children tend to be
highly critical of their parents. The results of this report card may reflect your child's normal tendency to
be more independent by questioning and criticizing what you do.

If your child did not grade you on something, ask why. It could be that he couldn't understand the
category or couldn't think of an appropriate grade. But if he didn't want to give you a grade, try to find
out if that's an area he's very unhappy about.

Finally, don't expect a perfect report card! Focus on the positive - the things that you are doing right -
instead of focusing on your failings. Discovering your weaknesses can be an opportunity, afirst step
toward improving your relationship with your child. So open up the discussion and keep a sense of
humor. Y ou may be amazed at the results.
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How do you rate?
1. Time
Do | spend enough time with you?
Am | available to you when you need me?
2. Feedback
Do | give you praise when you deserveit?
Do | criticize you too much?
3. Communication
Do | listen to your concerns?
Do | make my views clear?
4. Caring
Do | let you know that | care about your problems and your schoolwork?
5. Independence
Do | alow you areasonable amount of independence?
6. Teaching
Do | help you learn new things?
Do | help you learn life skills?
7. Friendliness
Am | pleasant to be around?
Am | approachable?
8. Acceptance
Do | accept you for who you are instead of trying to make you into who | think you should be?
9.Love
Do you always feel loved by me, even when I'm angry?
Do | show you that | love you often enough?
10. Role mode
Do my actions suggest good ways to behave?
11. Authority
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Do | make fair and just rules?

Do | consider your opinions and ideas when making rules?

12. Basic needs

Do | provide you with enough meals, clothes, money and safety for you to feel comfortable?

Kathy Faggella and Janet Horowitz are mothers, educators and the authors of many books, including
"My Mom" and "My Dad."
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By M chael Martinez
Tri bune Education Witer
Sept enber 22, 2000

Many parents of children in Chicago public schools can expect to receive
what officials loosely call the system s first "parents report card" from
teachers during the first week in Novenber, officials said Thursday.

School officials unveiled the final version of the report card--really a
checklist--and parents can expect to be evaluated on 23 responsibilities
three tines during the academ c year.

Those responsibilities address parent-school communication, parental
I nvol venent in education, student attendance and punctuality, and health
and safety.

The system s 601 schools will have the option of using the new parent
report cards or their own nodel to reach out to parents, said schools chief
Paul Vall as.

Al so, schools can send the checklists hone to every parent or only to those
identified by teachers and principals as needing help with their children.

Parents who get several bad marks will receive a hone visit every 10
weeks--includi ng those weeks when the checklists are sent hone--from one of
1, 050 desi gnated school staff nmenbers or counselors, who will offer to help
par ents.

Teachers will use check marks to identify parents' deficiencies--nmuch |ike

how check marks are used on el enentary school report cards to identify
pupi | s' probl ens.

http://www.syninfo.com/ian/PRIVATE/2000/09/28/2000092821460987.html (1 of 7) [11/3/2000 12:40:34 PM]



Parents Will Get Their Own Report Cards

Teachers wi |l pass judgnent on such responsibilities as whether the parent
or guardi an:

Has the child at school on tinme daily.

Has the child eat healthy nmeals and snacks.

Dresses the child appropriately for the weather.

Prepares the child for school each day.

Has the child return conpleted homework to school each day.
Praises the child often

Spends quality time with the child.

The checklist will be issued during parent report card pickup days Nov. 1-2
and April 4-5 and during the | ast week of school, officials said.

Critics contend the checklist could create hostility between parents and
teachers, and sone have even asked for "teachers report cards."”

Val | as defended the checklist and said parents can pass judgnent on
teachers by participating through their |ocal school councils.

"Hopefully this will be instructive. | think it will be positive," he said.

[ Forwarded For Information Purposes Only - Not
Necessarily Endorsed By The Sender - A K Pritchard]
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“Now, however, the educational system has becone the weapon of choice
for nodern liberals in their project of dismantling Anerican culture."
--Judge Robert Bork in "Slouching Toward Gonorrah. "
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cards."

Val | as defended the checklist and said parents can pass judgnment on

teachers by participating through their |ocal school councils.

"Hopefully this will be instructive. | think it will be
positive," he said.
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for nodern liberals in their project of dismantling Anerican
culture."

--Judge Robert Bork in "Slouching Toward Gonorrah. ™
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